OCTOBER 1710            Journal to Stella
LETTER VII
[THURSDAY]                               London, Oct. 19, 1710.
O FAITH, I am undone! this paper is larger than t'other,
-and yet I am condemned to a sheet; but since it is MD, I
did not value though I were condemned to a pair. I told
you in a letter to-day where I had been, and how the day
past; and so, &c.
20. To-day I went to Mr. Lewis, at the secretary's
office, to know when I might see Mr. Harley; and by and
by comes up Mr. Harley himself, and appoints me to dine
with him to-morrow. I dined with Mrs. Vanhomrigh,1
1 Mrs. Vanhomrigh was living in Bury Street where Swift had taken
lodgings on 21 Sept. (p. 24n,so); and, although this is the first mention
of the household in the Journal, it can hardly have been his first visit since
he arrived in London.
In 1686 Bartholomew Vanhomrigh, a merchant of Dutch extraction
by that time successfully established in Dublin, married Hester Stone, a
daughter of a commissioner of the Irish revenue. During the Revolution
he left Ireland, but returned as Commissary-General to the forces, and,
after the campaign, resuming his position in Dublin, he was, in 1697,
nominated Lord Mayor. He died 29 Dec. 1703, leaving his widow, two
daughters, Esther and Mary, and two sons, Bartholomew and Ginkell, in
comfortable circumstances. In Dec. 1707 (Corresp* i. 390), after the
business of the estate had been settled, Mrs. Vanhomrigh, in the hope of
social advancement, moved with her family to London. Swift may have
met Mrs. Vanhomrigh in Ireland. He was certainly an early London
acquaintance. A collection of Letters, Poems, and Tales: Amorous, Satirical,
and Gallant, published by Curll in 1718, contained an undated 'Decree
for Concluding the Treaty between Dr. Swift and Mrs. Long', which
professes to have been drawn by Ginkell Vanhomrigh. It contains,
furthermore, a double mention of Mrs. Vanhomrigh 'and her fair Daughter
Hessy* to whomMiss Long was in some way related (Corresp. i. 307 and n.).
In the 'Decree' Swift is described as 'of Leicester-field?* Swift was staying
with Sir Andrew Fountaine at his residence in Leicester Fields between the
middle of Dec. 1707 and the first week in Jan. 1708, when Sir Andrew
left for the country (Corresp. i. 63, 70). It seems probable, therefore, that
if Swift was not already acquainted with the Vanhomrighs he must have
been introduced to them almost as soon as the family moved to London.
It is clear that from the first Esther was a chief attraction; and when he
left London in May 1709 they were already on corresponding terms
(Comsp. i. 384; iii. 457-8),
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